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A Case of Stress Induced Cardiomyopathy after Treatment
of Placenta Previa Accreta

Eun—Kyu Jo, M.D., Shi—Sun Kim, M.D,, Chi—Ok Ahn, M.D., Hyun—=Jin Shim, M.D.,
Yun—Sook Kim, M.D., Seong—Taek Mun, M.D,, Dong—Han Bae, M.D,

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine,
Soonchunhyang University Cheonan Hospital, Cheonan, Korea

Placenta accreta is a rare complication affecting one in 2,500 pregnancies and is more common with an anterior placenta
previa in woman who had a previous Cesarean section (CS). Ultrasound examination with color doppler helps to provide the
possible diagnosis. The best management is total hysterectomy. But if more children or uterine preservation is preferred,
conservative techniques like arterial embolization can be tried. If placenta as a whole organ or partially left behind, there is a
high risk of hemorrhage and infection. Moreover, many severe complications like sepsis and cardiomyopathy can be occurred.
Stress induced cardiomyopathy is usually precipitated by profound emotional and physical stress. But It has good prognosis and
low recurrence rate. In view of the rapid resolution of vascular invasion of the placenta, methotrexate may have an important
role. But, the use of methotrexate can cause cytotoxic effect and maternal sepsis. We present a patient with peripartum
cardiomyopathy after uterine conserving therapy in patient with placenta previa accreta with brief review of literature.

Key words: Previa accreta, Stress induced cardiomyopathy
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Fig. 1. Venous lakes with absence of normal hypoechoic
retroplacental space throughout the whole placenta at
35 weeks gestation.

Fig. 2. Embolization was done with polyvinyl alcohol 2
vials (855—500 pm) and gelfoam at right uterine artery
and anterior division of left internal iliac artery level.
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Fig. 3. Hyperechoic placenta without vascularity was seen
a month later after cesarean section.
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