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A case of selective termination for twin pregnancy
with one fetus with acrania
Soo Hyun Kim, MD, Min Jung Baek, MD, Sung Shin Shim, MD, PhD*, Myung Jin Moon, MD, PhD

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of medicine, CHA University,
Bundang CHA General hospital, Seongnamsi, Kyunggido, Korea,
Gangnam CHA General hospital*, Seoul, Korea

The incidence of congenital anomalies increases in multiple pregnancies. When pregnancies are affected with one
anomalous fetus combined to a normal one, the proper management and counseling is difficult. Acrania usually
develops polyhydroamnios which cause preterm labor, preterm rupture of membranes, preterm delivery. If a twin
pregnancy in which one fetus with acrania is combined to a normal one, it can cause polyhydroamnios, preterm labor
and threatened a normal one. So several interventions are tried when twin pregnancies are affected with one anomalous
fetus. We report a case of twin pregnancy in which one fetus with acrania was associated with a normal one, and we
operated selective fetocide at 11 weeks of gestation resulting in the vaginal delivery of a viable fetus at 36 weeks of
gestation.
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Fig. 1. Transvaginal sonogram shows dichorionic— dia—
mniotic gestation at 5™ weeks of gestation. Dichorioni—
city is confirmed by a thick intertwin membrane between
two gestational sacs. Both yolk sacs in diamniotic
pregnancy are well seen.
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Fig. 2. Transvaginal sonogram shows
a twin pregnancy at 9%% weeks of
gestation. (A) One fetus has a smooth
and round margin of cephalic pole. (B)
Another fetus has an irregular margin
of cephalic pole.

Fig. 3. Transvagmal sonogram shows a twin pregnancy at 11

Weeks of gestation. (A) The saggital view of one

fetus reveals a normal shape of cephalic pole. Nuchal translucency was within normal limit. (B) Ultrasound from

another fetus of acrania reveals brain tissue without an overlying skull.
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Fig. 4. Selectively terminated fetus(arrow head) of di—
chorionic twin pregnancy delivered at 36" weeks. A
small necrotic placenta(arrow) of acranic fetus is com—
pared with large placenta of nomal delevered fetus.
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