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Follow-Up of Abnormal Pap in Pregnancy

Haeng—Soo Kim, MD

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology,

Ajou University School of Medicine, Suwon, Korea

Cervical cancer is the most common malignancy diagnosed during pregnancy, and nearly 3% of cases of newly

diagnosed cervical cancer occur in pregnant women in the United States, probably because it is one of the few cancers
for which screening is part of routine prenatal care. According to the 2006 ASCCP (American Society for Colposcopy

and Cervical Pathology) guidelines, the management of pregnant women with abnormal Pap test results is not different

from that of non-pregnant women. Colposcopy is preferred for women with indication, but may be deferred until no

earlier than 6 weeks postpartum in pregnant women at low risk for having cancer. Even though endocervical and

endometrial curettage is unacceptable during pregnancy, cervical biopsy of lesions suspicious CIN 2,3 or cancer is

preferred. The only indication for treatment of cervical neoplasia in pregnant women is invasive cancer. Cervical

intraepithelial neoplasia in pregnant women is relatively common, but ASCCP guidelines may alleviate the fear of

cancer and ameliorate the quality of life of pregnant women with abnormal Pap test results.
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